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Summer 2015 / 2016 

 

Can dressing your 
cat up like a clown 
protect wildlife? 
 

This summer Victoria University of Wellington and 

the Wellington City Council will be investigating the 

effectiveness of an anti-predation product – the 

Birdsbesafe® collar cover on the hunting behaviour 

of domestic pet cats in Wellington City.   

  

We are inviting cat-owning households in Wellington to participate in this study.  The main eligibility 

requirements are that: 

 
1. You have a pet cat that: 

 Is a proven hunter 

 doesn’t mind wearing a collar 

 explores the outdoors 

2. You live within the suburbs surrounding Zealandia (e.g. Karori, Kelburn, Highbury, 

Northland, Aro Valley, Brooklyn) 

 

3. You are willing to keep a record of the prey brought home by your cat over an 8 week 

period 

 

Participants will be provided with a safety collar and a Birdsbesafe® collar cover.  Data collection will span 

over an 8-week period and will also involve a short questionnaire.  Cats will wear the collar cover for half of 

the time period and a record of the prey brought home by them will be recorded by their owners. 

 

Cats have received a lot of attention in the media due to their potential negative impact on native wildlife.  

Participants can rest assured that they (and their cats) will not be identified or punished if they happen to 

catch prey during this study.  However, if cats do bring home prey during the study period, we would 

welcome the opportunity to collect it. 

 

This study will form the basis of a summer internship program.  At the conclusion, results will be aggregated 

and put into a written report, where it will not be possible to identify you or your cat.  The results may be used 

to design a larger and more comprehensive future study on cat behaviour and activities.  For more info, 

contact VUW.Clown.Collars@gmail.com  
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